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ELAI 990

Capstone course 

Integrated Skills (reading, writing, 
listening, speaking)

4 modules 

Writing assignments 
supported by sources 

Annotated Articles

Notes on Ted Talk

Academic Word List 



Problem 

Students show up to class 
underprepared, without 
notes and required 
material

Low passing rate on in-
class writing assignments 



Goals

Teach students to 
take detailed and 
organized notes

1

Teach them critical 
reading strategies 
and paraphrasing

2

Help them organize
their material and 
prepare for in-class 
writing assignments

3

Help them develop 
growth mindset and 
understand what is 
necessary for 
success in college 

4



ELAI 990 SLOs

APPLY READING SKILLS TO 
UNDERSTAND THE CONTENT 
OF COLLEGE LEVEL TEXTS.

USE TARGET ACADEMIC 
VOCABULARY 

APPROPRIATELY.

USE CRITICAL THINKING 
SKILLS TO PARAPHRASE, 
SUMMARIZE, SYNTHESIZE 

AND RESPOND TO 
INFORMATION FROM 
MULTIPLE READINGS 

INCLUDING CHARTS AND 
GRAPHS ORALLY AND/OR IN 

WRITING.

USE SOURCES TO SUPPORT 
IDEAS BY USING SIGNAL 

PHRASES, DIRECT QUOTES, 
AND PARAPHRASED 
LANGUAGE WHEN 

INCORPORATING THE WORDS 
OR IDEAS OF OTHERS.



Scholarship 

+ Teach Students How to Learn – Strategies You Can Incorporate Into Any 

Course to Improve Student Metacognition, Study Skills, and Motivation 

by Sandra Yancy McGuire with Stephanie McGuire

Mindset Matters (p.60)

"Regardless of the truth about intelligence, beliefs about intelligence 

have been repeatedly demonstrated to have an enormous effect on 

performance."



Scholarship 

+ Teach Students How to Learn – Strategies You Can Incorporate Into Any 

Course to Improve Student Metacognition, Study Skills, and Motivation 

by Sandra Yancy McGuire with Stephanie McGuire

Metacognitive Learning Strategies at Work (p.43)

“Many students these days take notes on their laptop 

computers, tablets, or even smartphones. But recent 

studies show that taking notes by hand results in 

more learning than does taking notes with a laptop, 

partially because students are forced to paraphrase 

when they take notes by hand.” (Mueller & 

Oppenheimer, 2014) 



Strategies

Take time to teach active reading and 
effective note-taking skills 

Require notes for in-class writing 
assignments and grade them

Require academic word list for each 
module 

Write first essay later in semester to 
develop skills

Each module focused on the topic of 
student success 



Assignments 

Module 1: Growth Mindset 

Module 2: Ingredients for Success 
in College

Module 3: Taking Break from 
Screens 

Module 4: Healthy Body Healthy 
Mind 



Results – Grade Comparison 





Challenges 

Complaints about the notetaking           reduced after results of grade 
comparison were shared and one student was not allowed to take the in-
class test because of lack of notes 

Bringing AI created notes to class           only handwritten notes accepted  

AI use in draft 2           counted as minor percentage of overall grade in 
class  



Student Reflection 

+ In this class, I believe I have learned critical skills that will be invaluable in 
college. I have learned to write clear and well-organized essays with a focus 
on developing strong thesis statement and body paragraphs. I have also 
learned how to incorporate sources into essays after carefully analyzing and 
annotating them. These skills will help me take on academic writing and 
research papers in any college subject. The time management strategies I 
have developed to meet deadlines and balance assignments in this class will 
be crucial when handling the increased workload that comes with college 
classes. Most importantly, this class has reinforced the importance of 
asking questions, seeking feedback, and having a growth mindset which 
will all support me throughout my college journey.



Final Thoughts 

+ Grateful for the opportunity to participate in SET 

+ Grateful for my hardworking students

+ Grateful to amazing Joan Naake and colleagues in my cohort 

+ Thank you!


